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PEPPERS, THE HILLS LODGE ˜ CASTLE HILL, NSW

The Place of Play 
IN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

 Seriously Fun ~ Delightfully Serious

 

This conference asks a simple question: what 
happens if we allow these playful qualities 
back into the learning journey?

Could playful approaches sharpen critical 
thinking and deepen adult learning, rather 
than undermine it?

Academia takes itself seriously.
Often too seriously, leaning so hard on lectures, 
readings, and discussion that curiosity, wit, 
and imagination get left at the door.

 

T H E  E I G H T H  A U C D  L E A R N I N G  &  T E A C H I N G  C O N F E R E N C E



 

 

The Australian University College of Divinity 
invites scholars, doctoral candidates, and those 
from the wider academic community to submit 
a paper proposal for the AUCD 2027 Learning 
& Teaching Theology Conference, due by:

Sunday 28 February, 2027

We're looking for papers that explore 
playfulness across theological education, biblical 
and theological reflection, Christian formation, 
and adult learning:

Please submit a proposed title and an 
abstract of 250–300 words via the conference 
registration link by Sunday 28 February, 2027.

Abstracts must clearly articulate the paper's 
line of argument and indicate its contribution to 
research or scholarship in the relevant field.

Acceptance of papers will be communicated on 
a rolling basis as proposals are received.

•	 What can andragogy borrow from pedagogy? 
We tend to assume adult learners have outgrown curiosity, trust, 
and easy delight. But what if theological formation needs these 
things more, not less?

•	 What's the place of imagination in the classroom? 
Rigour doesn't have to mean rigidity. Maybe invention and 
improvisation belong inside serious scholarship, not outside it.

•	 What should today's theological students unlearn? 
Tertiary education carries significant tradition from primary 
and secondary education, some worth keeping, some worth 
questioning.

•	 How might curiosity, wit, 
and imagination support 
critical thinking?

•	 What forms do playful 
approaches take in adult 
learning environments?

•	 What qualities associated 
with childhood might adult 
learners cultivate?

•	 What are the possibilities 
and limitations of playful 
approaches to adult learning?

Presentations will run for 20 minutes, followed by 5–10 minutes 
for questions and discussion. A selection of papers from the 
conference will be published in the forthcoming volume of the 
AUCD Press Learning & Teaching Theology series.

Scan QR code to access 
Call for Papers.

Further enquiries should be directed 
to Prof Peter Bolt: PeterB@aucd.edu.au 
or 02 9889 1969.

Call For Papers

Submission Guidelines Proposals might consider:

Keynote Speakers

Brian Edgar
is Emeritus Professor at Asbury Theological Seminary in the United States and 
was formerly Academic Dean and Lecturer in Theology and Ethics at Melbourne School 
of Theology. Brian is the author of The God Who Plays: A Playful Approach to Theology 
and Spirituality (Cascade Books).

Brendan Hyde
is Associate Professor of Education at Deakin University, where he has researched 
children's spirituality for more than twenty years. Brendan chairs the International 
Association for Children's Spirituality and is a Fellow of the Centre for the Theology of 
Childhood (Denver, Colorado). His research employs phenomenological approaches to 
explore children's spirituality, play, and the lived experiences of teachers and students.
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